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ment to their relevance and longevity. 

hese crudely cut paper squares he 
day hang on the wall of his studio 
entos of this turning point. 
this realisation was also inspired 

phen's favourite artists. Introduced 

01 
One of Stephen's 
paintings hangs at the 
entry. 
02 
A diverse collection 
of tribal, modern and 
classic design and 
art find harmony in 
Stephen and Louise's 
home. 
03 
Tools of the artist's 
trade. 
04 
Form and colour are 
celebrated in every 
corner. 

to the work of British artist, Victor Pasmore, 
there was an instant attraction - "I saw his work 
in an art catalogue for an auction, and the minute 
I saw these images, 1 thought - 'Wow, look at 
that. Who's that? What's going on?' So I went 
straight down there to the auction and I just had 
to have them." 

The series of five paintings he purchased 
that very day is hung on the wall across from 
the dining table, where he and his father-in-law, 
painter John Olsen, "sit and talk about them for 
hours," says Stephen. 

It is clear that Pasmore originally followed 
the Impressionist school, before experimenting 
with abstraction, which he pioneered in Britain 
(he also had an interest in architecture). lbrning 
the pages of a long-sought-after Pasmore tome, 
Stephen explains the development in style: "Most 
people thought he was crazy to do this abstract 
stuff after his impressionism stuff. But it was so 
bold. I love that." 

Some might say that Stephen's recent re- 
focusing on his own art practice is just as bold, 
but it's "all one expression" to him. The move is 
not exactly out of the blue - he is a trained artist 
deeply connected to the Olsen creative dynasty, 
which includes his partner, Louise, her brother, 
gallery owner Tim and their father, John. 

For Stephen, the creative process for his 
art and his design is quite similar, the difference 
being that Dinosaur Designs is a planned team 
event whereas with his own painting, "spontaneity 
and the unconscious play a large role:' he says. 
Looking at the developing works, echoes of the 
Dinosaur aesthetic are clearly recognisable and 
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inspired 
stephen onnandy - NSW, australia 

creative boundaries - in fact 
as "an older version of where 
works range from exclusive gl 
galleries to industrial concepts 
commercial run, such as the 
bottle, iittala's Ultima Thule 
the Finnish currency, the ma 
use until the changeover to 
In all Wirkkala's works, Ste 
a particular aesthetic - "like that 
concept of songlines, the handing on of tra 
those threads that join the dots." 

05 
Stephen in his light- 
filled studio. 
06 
A work in progress 
by Stephen. 
07 
A wall of Stephen's 
work, including the 
drawings that mark 
his return to painting. 

he admits that his own art and Dinmur 
work "inform each other." 

Finnish designerandartist,TapioWi 
is a similar character in terms of c 

bowerbirds, that 
Australian native 
blue to decorate 

design culture. "I think it's pretty dyn 

us. It's liberating - there's a c 
Imagine the pressure of being a 

- "There are all sorts of new discoveries 
whole new worlds. That never stops." 



This optimism permeates all that Stephen does and he has an organic 
approach to creativity and life. He searches out inspiration relentlessly, this 

eternal hunt a joyful sacrament of the soul. 



" There are all sorts of new discoveries ahead, whole new worlds. a 

That never stops." 
- 

STEPHEN 



His simplified abstracted aesthetic is 
one thing. But it is his ethos, an unashamed 
enthusiasm for design and for life, that are the 
songlines of this particular bowerbird. 

Tim Olsen Gallery is showing an exhibition of 
Stephen Ormandy's work from February 2010. 
The new Dinosaur Designs Moon range is 
launching in Winter, 2010. 

Dinosaur Designs. dinosaurdesinnrcomau 

BB 10 
The dining table faces The Garden of Eden - 
a series by Pasmore. Blue, 1981, 
09 Victor Pasmore. 
Sculptures by Tapio 
Wirkkala in Stephen - 
and Louise's home. 

figures. He continued 
to be actively involved 
in art education until his 
death in Malta in 1988 
and is still recognised 
as one of the most 
influential abstract 
artists in Britain. 


